THE    DUKE     OF    WINDSOR
to Jullunder, and then he faced the long, splendid programme
at Lahore. Half a million people were packed into the streets
to welcome him. On the surface, Lahore was gay and pleased,
but Gandhi's attempts at a hartal were not easy to break.
Three thousand troops guarded the way, three aircraft flew
low over the city, five motor lorries, filled with armed infantry ^
three tanks, and three armoured cars were on the alert, to
intimidate the Mahatma's followers. The precautions were
necessary, and the vigilance of the troops was not relaxed
for a second. A writer in the Statesman said that "Sentries,
with fixed bayonets, constantly patrolled the edge of the foot-
ways behind the cordon of infantry, even during the passage
of the royal barouche." Nowhere else, except in Bombay, was
there "such a dense pack of humanity."
Once more the Prince's fearlessness won the day. When
he went to the big native gathering, he rode slowly through
a crowd of thousands of Punjabis and made "many of the
pessimistic observers of his tour stare with amazement/' He
insisted upon the most simple appearance: even when he was
greeted by Sirdars in gold coats, he wore ordinary riding kit.
The twenty-thousand Indians who watched him were sur-
prised: they did not understand that the heir to a throne
could move among them so simply and with so little show.
When King George visited them, in 1911, he had been urged
to wear his robes and crown whenever possible. But the Prince
must have been right in his decision, for, when he left Lahore
in the evening, the platform was "a seething mass of excited
and gesticulating humanity."
The Prince went north, to Jammu, nearer the frontier. He
met the caravans which had come over the mountains—with
shawls, carpets and silver—and he saw the Thibetan monks,
who had left their monastery five months before, in donkey
carts, to travel four hundred miles and dance for him. He
turned west again and came to Peshawar. The frontier was
tranquil then, but he was able to see the bare, harsh land,
over which the ceaseless watch was kept. He was able to look
out over the plains of Afghanistan; the earth of invasion and
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